




















THE 
CHIRUSTUAN MESS ANG E'R. 
vole Iv. | saeuagiey wancw AeA 819. (No. 21. 





EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY JOSHUA T. RUSSELL. 





= ST 


EXTENSIVE MISSIONARY FIELD. 





1 brief view of some of the most important openings for the eaten- 
sion of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 


No. Il. 


Consider the vast extent of the Russian empire, and the nume- 
rous, unevangelized nations that lie within its limits. Observe its 
relative situation. Its southern frontiers extend from the Black 
sea across the whole continent vu! to tse Pacific ocean, bor- 
dering in the whole of this extent on turee of the greatest empires 
in the world, the Turkish, Persian and Chinese, computed to con- 
tain upwards of four hundred millions of souls, about two thirds of 
all the unevangelized population of the globe! 

This mighty empire has declared it to be the “real interest” of 
the rulers of the earth to countenance the dissemination of the Holy 
Scriptures, and pronounces it to be a “sacred duty” to cause the 
benign rays of christianity to enlighten the uttermost parts of the 
earth.” 

We can hardly reflect a moment on these things without feeling 
the 1] impression, that Rassia is the door to some of the most impor- 
tant missionary fields in the world; and tbat she is destined by 
Providence to have a principal hand in publishing the gospel to all 
the nations of the earth. Happy country! Highly favoured of 


God, to have it so much in her power to extend ‘the knowledge of 


the only true religion, and blessed be that God who holds the hear ts 
of kings i in his hand for inclining her to favour the kingdom of his 
Son! 

But what are the inferences to be drawn from these facts: Sha!l 
all the rest of the christiaf world sit still and wait for ine christians 
in Russia to commence and carry on the work of evange! izing four 
hundred millions of people? No. The voice of Deaniddien calls 
upon christians every where to go immediately to their aid; and the 
friendly relation which subsists between this countr y and Russia, is 
acircumstance which calls the American churches in particular to 
embrace the new and extensive openings 1p that quarter of the 
globe. There are three important missions already established in 
the southern provinces of the Russian empire, at Karas, at Astra- 
chan and at Orenburg—under the direetion of the Edinburgh mis- 
sionary society. These missions have already produced a complete 
version of the New Testament into the Tartar language, which has 
been printed and is now in circulation, and widely “distributed. 
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Missionaries, as before observed, might be sent into these coun. 
tries for the purpose in the first place of reviving religion among 
nominal christians; but ultimately to extend the blessings of the 
gospel to the Mahometans and heathens. 

Two other establishments at least ought to be formed imme(j. 
ately; one on the frontiers of Persia, and another on these of China; 
the latter, perhaps, might be fixed at Irkutsk,* or at Kiatka; the 
centre of the commerce between Russia and China, where (though it 
is near the shores of the Pacific ocean) there are a number of sub. 
scriders to the Russian Bible Societies! 

Though these establishments would be within the limits of Russia, 
their object would be to evangelize the norther: province’ of the 
Turkish, Persian, and Chinese empires. The Russian empire 
itself, in the whole extent of its southern frontier is unevangel:zed; 
missionary establishments, therefore. jest on the boundary line be. 
tween Russia and the three great empires above mentioned, while 
they would be the means of spreading the gospel in the unenlight- 
ened parts of Russia, would possess nearly the same advantages for 
evangelizing the forther n parts of Turkey, Persia and China, as if 
they were actually within the limits of those countries. Our abject 
should be not so much to spread the gospel in Russia as to make 
Russia the door to China. Persia and Turkey; and it is obvious from 

a glance at the map of Asia, that there ‘s no opening into those 
countries so extensive as that from the South of Russia.+ 

From the primary establishments above proposed, new ones might 
from time to time branch out to the east and to the west, (still keep- 
ing, if necessar y. just within the limits of Russia, and availing our- 
selves of her powerful protection.) until a connected line of mis- 
sions shall be formed, extending through the heart of Asia, from the 
Mediterranean sea to the Pacific ocean. 

The scriptures or parts of the scriptures are already prepared in 
the three principal languages that prevail through this vast extent of 
country: viz. the Turkish, Persian and Chinese. But these Bibles 
cannot be distributed to any considerable extent until! preachers are 
found to go with them; nor 1s it very desirable that they should be: 


* The London Missionary Seciety is now engaged in establishing a mis © 
sion at [rku sk. 

+ An attentive examination of the geography of the world cannot fail to 
inspire the pious mind with a lively sense of the wisdom and goodness of 
God in so determining the bounds of the habitations of men that they 
should seek the Lord. Almost five sixths of all the heathens in the world 
aeonthe continen of Asia See hew God has provided for their con- 
version from idolatry to the truereligion On the north he has given the 
dominion to imperial Russia across the whole continent from the banks 
of the Vistula 'o the shores of Ameiica, and has thus brought a mighty 
ehristian power into contract with the principal heathen and Mahome 
tan powers in Asia In the south he has planted another christian power 
which reigns over fifty millions of hea hens, and is connected (by pol't- 
cal relations, with a hundred millions more: Thus the 500 million: of 
heathen in Asia are placed by an allwise providence between two power 
ful chrisuan empires. 
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for who ever heard of a heathen nation being converted to chris- 
tianity without the preaching of the gospel? and when did a people 
ever become readers of the Bible, before they were converted from 
idolatry? 

The heathens in the Russian empire seem to be more prepared 
than in any other part of the world to receive the scriptures. Their 
heathen prejudices are comparatively weak, and the residence of 
Russian christians among them has probably made them acquainted 
with the outlines of the gospel, and in some of them there appears 
to be a desire to be better instructed. 

In letters from St. Petersburg it is said, that among the subscri- 
bers to the Russian Bible Societies, there is a long list of heathens 
in Siberia, some of them inhabitants of Kiatka, and T’zuruchatu, 
places where the Russians and Chinese meet for trade. In parti- 
cular, three heathen princes are mentioned “who have sent in 
considerable sums to the assistance of the society, thus calling 
aloud on the friends of christianity, ‘Come over and help us.’ One 
from a distant province sent in money, and begged to have some 
Tartar Testaments to distribute among the poor people for whose 
salvation he was anxious.” 

The British and Foreign Bible Society, understanding that a 
channel of conveyance was likely to be opened through Russia to 
the Chinese empire, have ordered a supply of the Chinese Scrip- 
tures both from Serampore and Canton, in order to be forwarded to 
Russia, and placed at the disposal of ‘the St. Petersburg Bible So- 
ciety. All these facts are so many loud and pressing ca!]s for the 
ministers of Christ to hasten to this interesting field, where there 
are such wonderful openings for the propagation of the gospel. 
Every thing seems to conspire to recommend this quarter of the 
globe as the scene of a new and great attempt to evangelize the 
wor ld. 

Here there is a powerful christian government, able and dispo- 
sed to afford protection to christian missionaries:—here is a healthy 
climate* lying wholly within the northern temperate zone and free 
from the extremes of heat and cold:—here through innumerable 
deors you may enter three of the most extensive empires in the 
world; empires supposed to contain four hundred millions of people, 
haif * the whole population of the glove, and two thirds of all the 
unevangelized population of the world; and the very heathens and 
their kings, from the northern frontiers of China, and near the 
Pacific ocean, are subscribing to the Bible societies and calling 
for christian instruction. Is not this the voice of providence? 
Can it be misunderstood by the attentive, prayerful, and reflecting 
christian, whose chief desire is that the kingdom of God may come, 


and his will be done on earth as it is in heaven? 


* The southern boundary of the Russian empire falls generally between 
the 42d and 50th degress of north latitude. Here the christian missionary 
from Great Britain and the United States may find the climate ot his 
native place, 
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Srconp Firup.—The eastern coast of Africa, including Egypt, 
Abyss: nia and the is!and of Madagascar, presents another exten- 
sive and interesting field, for the propagation of the gospel. This 
important held, like the one just mentioned, lies at present entirely 
neglected. No missionary has yet been established in any of these 
countries. Dr. Vander Kemp projected a mission to Madagascar, 
but was called home by his divine master before he had time to 
carry it into effect.* 

There are several circumstances which cal! the attention of 
christians to these regions of Pagan and Mahometan darkness. 
The eastern coast of Africa and the island of Madagascar have 
Jong been the scene of the vile traffick in human beings which has 
lately been abolished by most of the civilized nations ‘of the world, 
Christians have now an opportunity of repairing, in some degree, 
the wrongs they have done the poor Africans for eenturies past, 
They have formerly torn them away from their friends and native 
land and carried them into slavery:—instead of any longer ap- 
proaching tueir shores in slave ships; armed with hostile weapons 
and furnished with the instruments of bondage, they may send 
them the peaceful message of the gospel and impart to them 
that liberty with which Christ has made thein free. De la Goa 
Bay, Sofaia, Mosam):que, Quiloa, and Melinda, on this coast, are 
places well known to the commercial world. Some of them are 

opulous and healthy. The Portuguese have an establishment at 

fosambique, and carry on a constant trade between that place and 
Goa. From Goa and also from the Isle of France, missionaries 
may find conveyance to most of the places on the eastern coast of 
Africa and to the is!and of Madagascar. Between Madasascar and 
the Isle of France the communication is constaat, as the English at 
the Mauritus receive all their supplies of cattle from Madagascar. 

As to the practibility of establisning inissions in the places above 
mentioned, and the facilities they may afford for the propagation of 
the gospel, we caa never have perfect satisfaction wit out making 
the experiment, The hazard is certainly greater there than in 
those parts of the heathen world, which are under the dominion or 
in the neighbourhood of a christian governinent; and missionaries 
who go there ought to go prepared to meet with severe trials and to 
suffer great hardships. 

Another circumstance which calls the attention of the christian 
world to the eastern parts of Africa, is the existence of a nation 
professing the christian religion in the midst of this region of Pagan 
and Mahometan darkness. 

In Abyssina, the christian religion has existed ever since the 
middle of the fourth century. But fror: all the accounts we have 
of that people, we must conclude they are but little if any better 
than their heathen and Mahometan neighbours. The clergy are 
said to be deplorably ignorant and immoral. They have the Bible 


* The London Missionary Society has been for some time preparing @ 
mission to Madagascar. 
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in the ancient Ethiopic, which is not at all understood except per- 
haps, by some of the priests. ‘Two principal languages are spoken 
in the Abyssinian empire, into which it is desirable that the Bible 
should be translated, that the people may learn the religon they 
profess. The Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society have lately been 
endeavouring, but without success, to obtain a number of Abyssi- 
nian youths, to be educated in India and sent back to their native 
country with a view to the introduction of the scriptures among 
that people in their vernacular tongue. 

The English have lately sent an embassy to Abyssinia for the 
purpose of opening a trade between that country and Great Britain 
and the plan will probably be carried into effect. This sequestered 
christian nation, which has for so many ages been almost unknown 
to the rest of the christian world, seems now to be rising into no- 
tice; and it is to be hoped that a religious, as well as a commercial 
embassy, will shortly be sent to that people. 

How important is the relative situation of Abyssinia in regard to 
the propagation of the gospe!! On the north and east are the Ma- 
hometan countries of Egypt, Nubia, Sennaar and Arabia: oo the 
south, the Pagan tribes of Africa. Now if the light of christianity 
shone in Abyssinia, would it not penetrate the surrounding dark- 
ness, and shed its cheering beams on those nations that now sit in 
the region and shadow of deatn? If God should say to the church 
of Ethiopia; “arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee,” would not “the Gentiles come to her 
light and kings to the brightness of her rising??? The church of 
Christ in this land, thus purified and exalted, like a beautiful city 
placed on an eminence, would be seen afar offin Arabia and all the 
surrounding nations of Africa. Christianity 'tke light and heat is 
of a diffusive nature. [It cannot be confined. It tends constantly 
toan equilibrium. If a christian community exists in the midst of 
a heathen or Mahometan land, its light must either go out or it will 
dispel the surrounding darkness. 

The distribution of christian communities all over the Mahome- 
tan empire's a circumstance that ought not to be over'ooked by the 
christian world. God has some wise design in this arrangement. 
And what is more probable, than the supposition that he has 
reserved these spots, on which his professed people live, as so many 
forts, in the heart of the enemy’s country, Dy means of which his 
power may be assailed and his kingdom finally subverted? 

Abyssinia is said to contain three millions of people. Solargea 
population of nominal christians almost wholly destitute of the 
means of grace, and so advantageously situated for spreading the 
gospel among ‘the surrounding nations of heathens and Mahome- 
tans ought not to be any longer neglected. 

It is certainly a most favourable spot for extensive missionary 
operations. The Bible and other useful books might here be trans- 
lated, printed and extensively circulated, and schoo!s estabhshed 
for the instruction of the rising generation. If these two points can 
be gained, the general instraction of the rising generation and the 
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extensive circulation of the scriptures, the fabrick of superstition 
must eventually fall, and the shades of darkness flee away. 

Cairo and Alexandria in Egypt are important places. At either 
of these places several missionaries probably might settle with safe- 
ty. This would be perhaps the best place in the world for making 
a correct Arabic translation of the Bible. 

The western and southern parts of Africa are not to be over- 
looked in the missionary chart. They have their importance, 
Great success has attended the missions at the Cape of Good Hope. 
and there are at present great openings in that quarter. ‘This mis- 
sion, and also that at Sierra Leone, bids fair to be of most essential 
service in evangelizing the vast continent of Africa. 


———D ¢ Se 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. 


Extracts from a letter from the Rev. Messrs. Meigs and Poor to 
the Rev. Dr. Worcester, as corresponding secretary 


Jarrna, Ceyton, May 24, 1818. 


Rey. aND DEAR stR—Itis with sincere pleasure that we acknow- 
ledge the receipt of yours of June 2d, 1817, by the Naiad, captain 
Preston, and also one by the Saco, dated September 25th of the 
same year. The former was received the Sd, and the latter the 
15th of April last. The first was sent to us irom Calcutta, and the 
last was forwarded by our brethren at Bombay, together with a 
large number of letters from our relatives and friends in our native 
land, All your letters to us have been received, we believe, ex- 
cept one, the failure of which we have before mentioned. The 
perusal of your interesting and affectionate letters afforded us all 
much gratification and encouragement, We were enabled to for- 
ward them to Columbo. for the perusal of our sick brethren, before 
their departure for the Cape of Good Hope. 

We were happy to learn that our letters and journals, which we 
forwarded to you soon after our arrival in Jaffuapatam, had been 
received, We had for some time feared that they were lost. As 
we have adopted the plan of sending duplicates of most of our 
communications to you, we have good reason to expect, that one 
copy at least, of every communication will reach you in safety. 
This will supersede the necessity of giving in each letter a summa- 
ry of the contents of former ones. 

’ By aletter lately received from cur beloved brother, captain P. 
Titcomb, we learn that he is in Calcutta, and hope that he will 
once more be the bearer of despatches from us to our friends in 
America. 

We were, as you will readily believe, greatly rejoiced to hear of 
the arrival of the brethren Graver and Nichols in India, particu- 
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larly as we were informed, that it was the intention of the Pruden- 
tia} Committee, that brother Graves should join us in Jaffna. We 
were therefore considerably disappointed, d, when we were :nformed, 
that they were both to remain in Bombay. Our brethren at that 
place have given us the reasons for their determination, and we are 
not disposed to find fau!t with their decision, having full confidence 
in the purity of their intentions; and knowing also that their need 
of assistance was very great But if it was the expectation of the 
Prudential Con.mittee that one of them should join us, even when 
thev supposed, (as we learn from your letter that they did.) that 
there were four missionaries here in health, how forcible will they 
perceive our need of more missionaries to strengthen our nands, 
when they learn, that we are left alone by the removal of two of our 
brethren by sickness. We feel that this single fact will plead 
more strongly im our favour than all the arguments we might use in 
other circumstances. Weneed not therefore spend time in endea- 
vouring to convince you of our urgent necessity for more missiona- 
ries to assist in this extensive and promising field of missionary 
labour. 

We have already informed you, that we have permission from 
government to occupy the publick buildings in six of the best pa- 
rishes in the district, and that we have established sciools in two 
others; so that in fact we have possession of eight adjoining 
parishes; in each of which there might be very advantageous! y sta- 
tioned a missivnary family. You will learn, from our former let- 
ters, what were our plans respecting schools for all these parishes. 
In some of them there ought to be three or four schools; for the 
children will not come from a great distance to attend them. 
When these plans were formed, our nuinber was four; vow it is but 
two; and however great may be our Cesire to accomplish our origi- 
nal purpose without delay, we find it impossible to do it without 
neglecting the great Lusiness of a missionar y for some of the first 
years after his arrival among the heathen, viz. the acquisition of the 
native language; and to establish schools without superintending 
them, is doing nothing as it ought to be done. 

We are happy to inform you, that the boxes of Spanish dollars, 
the books, aud the types, sent out for us in the Saco, have already 
arrived in safety at Columbo, from Bombay, directed to the care of 
brother Chater. But on account of the south-west mousoon, which 
has now set in, we shal! not be able to get them till August. We 
are highly gratified with your liberality, and that of the christian 
publick in regard to schools. The expense of native schools is a 
mere trifle. For the erection of a suitable building in the first 
instance, we must pay about sixteen dollars; this will auswer verv 
well to preach i in to the people, when there is no better building. 
Such teachers as the country affords, who teach only Tamul, may 
be obtained for one dollar and fifty cents per mouth. To those 
who have sufficient education to teach English, as well as Tamul, 
we must give from four to eight dollars a month. The expense of 
supporting boys in our families is also very small. We think we 
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ray safely say, that with proper economy, a boy from six to twelve 
or fourteen vears of age, may be fed and ‘clothed in the native style 
for one Spanish dollar a month, or twelve a year. Older boys will 
require a little more, principally because their dress must be a 
little more expensive. The dress of the native children, and even 
of most of the men, is of the most simple kind. It consists merely 
of a piece of plain India cotton, of one yard in width, and two, or 
two and a half in length, wied around the person. From the 
statement which we have made, respecting the education and sup- 
port of children, you see that we have here an opportunity of doing 
creat good. at a comparatively small expense. We have no doubt 
that mary benevolent individuals of both sexes wiil be found in our 
native land who will rejoice in the opportunity of contributing the 
small sum of twelve dollars annually, if by that means they may 
rescue a heathen vouth of promising talents from the miserable 
condition of idolaters, and place him ina missionary family; where 
he will possess many of the advantages of being educated ina chris- 
tian land. In what manner can they dispose of this sum to better 
advantage. In what fund can they vest it, where it will yield 
them greater profit?) What pure and exalted pleasure will it afford 
them, in the day of judgment, to meet some of these heathen chil- 
dren, emancipated from their miserable condition, and made happy 
for ever, through their liberality. Surely the object is great 
enough to warrant the sacrifice necessary te obtain it. Any indivi- 
dual, or society contributing this sum for the support of a boy, may 
selecta'nameforhim. We regret exceedingly, that we cannot edu- 
cate female children. as well as male. If wei inquire of the natives 
whv they do not teach their girls to read, their only reply is, “We 
have no such custom in our country.’ 

The prejudices of many of the heittick parents are stil! very 
strong against permitting their children to live entirely with us 
and we expect to meet with considerable difficulty on the nibieuk 
But jucging from the trial that bas already been made at Tillipally 
and from what christian David has done in Jaffnapatam, we have 
reason to believe, that we shall eventually succeed in removing to 
a great degree the prejudices of the parents, and in convincing them 
of the great advantage which will accrue to their children from be- 
ing educated under our care. Our progress in obtaining boys will 
probably be slow at first: yet, with the blessing of God upon perse- 
vering efforts. we trust, that ere long we shall be able to obtain a 
large number of promising talents, selected from various schools, to 
be educated entirely with us. 

We find, from experience, that very few of the people are able, 
at first, to read the printed character with facility. It is very ne- 

cessary, therefore, that the youth should be taught to read and un- 
derstand printed books and tracts before many can be circulated 
among them to much advantage. We think, therefore, that by 
establishing ani! superintending schools we are preparing the way. 
<o that a printing establishment may be made an instrument of great 
zood to this people. Our minds have been so strongly impressed 
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with the importance of having a printer by trade, that we think it 
our duty to request the Board, if possible, to send us such an one. 
[fan intelligent, pious, and active young man, who is et ogan| 
acquainted with the business of printing, could be found, who will 
be willing to be employed asa printer in this place, we think he 
would possess many advantages overa missionary, who has attend- 
ed to the business only a short time. 

We have already informed you that a fount of Tamul types has 
arrived for us at Columbo, from Calcutta. We have paid for them 

1292 1-2 rix dollars, about 323 Spanish. His excellency, gov. 
Brownrigg, was so kind as to give orders to have them pass the cus- 
tom house free of duty. He will probably do the same with regard 
to the English ty pes, a and the books, which have receutly arrived. 

For the establishment of a printing office it will be necessary 
either to build a new, or make pretty. expensive repairs of one of 
the stations which we have now permission to occupy. We have 
not yet decided at what place to establish it; but wherever it may 
be placed, we shall need considerable money tu defray the expense 
of the nec essary repairs. 

In connexion with repairing our houses, it is proper to mention 
the title by which we hold the places which we occupy. [lis ex- 
cellency, ‘gov ernor Brownrigg, has not yet felt himself at liberty, 
either to sell us the places, or to secure them to the missions in per- 

etuity, or fora length of time. He informed us, when we left 
Columbo for Jaffna, that he wrote to England respecting us soon 
after we arrived in the island; and that in the course of a few 
months he expected directions from home on the subject of his 
communications. He has for many months been so much occupied 
with the unhappy Candian war, which still rages with violence, 
that we have not judged it prudent to trouble him with a petition 
on the subject. W hen a convenient time arrives, we shall probably 
do it, and then inform you of the result. We have not the least 
doubt of his excellency’s friendly regard to our mission, and of iis 
disposition to protect us, w hile we conduct ourselves agreeably to 
our profession. Inthe hon. and rev. T.J. Twistleton, now, “The 
venerable archdeacon of Columbo,” we possess a tried friend, and 
judging from past experience, we know that he will do every thing 
he consistently can for the prosperity of our mission. 

In seven of the eight parishes which we now occupy, the churches 
are in so good a state of preservation, that they may be easily ren- 
dered suitable places for the publick worship of God. We mention 
these things to show the importance in point of economy of sending 
a number more missionaries to occupy these important stations. 
The longer they are left unoccupied, tle less valuable are they be- 
coming. They have now been so long deserted, that they are be- 
ginning to go rapidly to ruin. We have, however, considerably 
arrested the progress of decay, by cutting out the banians, which 
were fast breaking down the walis of the buildings. 
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EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE, 


From the Seventh Report of the Liverpool Auxiliary Bible Society 
and the Ladies Association connected therewith. 


Events have occurred, since the publication of the tast report, 
which promise opportunities of usefulness where it is our first duty 
to seek then—among the poor of our own immediate neighbourhood 
who may have been hitherto unblest with the possession of the Hol 
Scriptures. A distribution of tne secred volume has now com. 
menced among them, so extensively undertaken, and so earnest! 
pursued, that it seems no longer too bold an anticipation to look 
onwards toward that period, when few individuals, in the extensive 
population of this town, shall remain in the darkness of ignorance, 
or the maze of error. The last report announced the formation of 
a Ladies’ Society, for the express purpose of distributing the Scrip. 
tures in Liverpoo! and its neighbourhood. Novel as the undertak- 
ing was, many difficulties must necessarily have retarded the ladies 
in their progress; «difficulties, which only a conviction of the impor- 
tance of success could enable them to combat, and the wisdem of 
experience assist them to overcome. It will, however, be gratify- 
ing to learn that, during the first nine months from the formation 
of the Ladies’ Society, their zealous exertions had produced the 
sum of $94/. 10s. and enabled them to distribute a correspondin 
_ number of Bibles and Testaments, chiefly among the families of the 
poor, at reduced prices; and, in several instances, where great 
poverty was united with manifest desire to possess the Scriptures, 
they were given, like the salvation of Him of whom they testify, 
without money and without price. 

At the close of the last year. the Ladies’ Society was re-modeled 
and extended, by the kind assistance of Charles Stokey Dudley, 
Esq. Ten associations were formed for Liverpool! and the neigh- 
bourhood; the town was divided into small districts, and a minute 
inquiry instituted into the aliedged want of the Scriptures among 
the poor. The resu!t was mourufui and melancholy beyond antici- 
pation, with respect to the general dearth of the word of Gods; but 
the visitors were cheered and animated by the eager desire expres- 
sed by the poor to obtain the Bible: a desire which may eventually, 
make it the hallowed source of their best comforts on earth. and the 
cause of their unceasing gratulations in heaven. The success 
which has already attended the efforts of female associations to 
interest the poor in the value of the Scriptures, is truly gratifying; 
and itis a feature of no smal! importance, that the plan of provid- 
ing them with the Bible, in retu.n for small weekly contributions, 
may be eventually, expected tv produce a disposition to lay up in 
store a part of their earnings, for the supply of those things which 
minister to present comfort aud for the promotion of those moral 
habits which a sense of inglependence tends to awaken. «The 
institution of a Bible Society,” says a valuable writer,* “brings up 


* Dr. Chalmers, «On the Influence of Bible Societies on the Temporal 
Necessities of the Poor,” 
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the economy of the poor toa higher pes and the objections made 
against it, on the ground of sympathy, are easily answered. You 
take from the poor. No; they give. You take beyond their ability. 
Of this, they are the best judges. You abridge their comforts. No; 
there is acomfort in the act of lending a hand to a noble enterprise 
—there is a comfort in the exercise of charity; there is a comfort in. 
rendering aservice toa friend, and when that friend is the Saviour, 
and that service the circulation of the message he left behind him, 
it is a comfort which many of the poor are ambitious to share in. 
Leave them to judge of their comfort; and if, in point of fact, they 
do give their penny a week toa Bible Society, it justs speaks them 
to have more comfort in this way of spending it than in any other 
which occurs to them.” 

The distribution of copies of the sacred volume, from March, 
1817, to the close of the year, was 1185 Bibles, 1490 Testaments; 
together, 2675. The total number issued since the formation of the 
Society is 21,165. In such a diffusion of the word of God, your 
committee may surely be allowed to rejoice and hope. “When we 
cousider, that by one copy of the law, Josiah, king of Judah, was 
led to seek God; to remove the abominations of idolatry; to repair 
the ruins of the house of God, and to keep such a passover as had 
not been observed since the days of Solomon; when we remember, 
that, from the few copies which survived the fiery edict of Diocle- 
tian, have sprung the countless numbers “which are now diffused 
among al} people, nations, and languages,” carrying the message of 
salvation wherever there are eyes to read, and hearts to feel it; 
when these cheering recollections suggest themselves to the mind 
we are surely warranted in considering the progress of the Bible 
Society as the pledge and promise of divine truth to prosper the 
spread of the gospel, and as a foundation of hope, that, where Go ° 
sends his word, he will send his blessing, that the practical effects 
of the Bible may be, in some degree, commensurate with its circu- 
lation; until the language of every heart shall own its power, and 
say, with the joy of Simeon, when he held the long expected Mes- 
siah in his arms, **Mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 





FROM THE BAPTIST MAGAZINE, 


BAPTIST MISSION. 
Extracts from a letter from Mr, Sutton, toa friend in England. 


Serampore, pril 6, 1818. 

Our voyage hither was, on the whole, pretty favourable; we had 
not much rough weather, though we experienced several severe 
squalls. The last week but one, before we landed, was by far the 
most tedious and dangerous. We were, far a whole week, driving 
about 6n the sands, at the head ef the Bay of Bengal, and knew not 
where we were. That we were near some land was evident; for 
the water was very muddy, (a thing we had not seen before, since 
we left our native country,) and we could sometimes find the bot- 
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tom at seven fathoms. Our hearts at times sunk within us; we 
feared that, perhaps, at last, a watery grave would be our portion; 
but in the midst of all, we ound our consolation in Gods we stayed 
ourselves upon him who holds the winds in his fists, iy measures 
the waters in the hollow of his hand. Oh, what a solace is religion 
in the hour of distress! How does it hush to silence the rufled 
feelings of the breast, when a!l around is confusion and dismay! 
At last, by the good hand of our God, we were led into our right 
track, and arrived at Calcutta on the morning of the 20th ult. No 
poor bird, which has broken from its cage, c ould rejoice and flutter 
its wings with greater pleasure, when it found itse!f free in open 
space, than I did. to find myself once more on ferra firma, after 
three-and-twenty weeks confinement within a number of planks, 
On our landing, we first went to Dr. Carey’s in Lali Bazaar, ‘but he 
was it Serampore; from thence to the younger brethren’s house, 
where we remaine! ti!l Tuesday the 24th. Tan pleased to say, 
that the cause of Golis going on here, an] tie missionaries are 
doing much good. Eustace, Carey and Yates, are preaching very 
freq’ lently anoa x the natives in Calcutta; and at Serampore all is 
bustle and business. I sat down at the orlinance here last even- 
ing, when there were upwarls of fifty who partook of it, more than 
thirty of whom were natives. [ have hat much conversation with 
the brethren, respecting my future station, and [ suppose it will be 
at Cuttack, in Orissa: in expectation of which [ have bezun to learn 
that language. This is a new station: we had astation at Balasore, 
in Orissa, but Mr. Peters, who resided there, is returned to Calcutta. 
It will, no doubt, be an arduous post: but a missionary ought to find 
an arduous post every where. I would not wish to be in any other 
land but India, though my ideas of its opulence and civilization 
were greatly overrated. The darkness is great, Satan is triumph- 
ing, and there must be strong and united exertions to pull down his 
strong holds. You can form no correct ilea of the wretchedness 
of the inhabitants of this vast continent. without.seeing them. Mr. 
Adam is goiag off very soon to Surat. Wherever we are situated, 
it will be the constant desire of our minds, to be at as little expense 
to the society as possible: for when the money is collected for the 
cause of God, he whe wantonly spends one siilling of it im an extra- 
vagant manner, is highly criminal. I hope you are all going on 
comfortably, and that vital religion flourishes in your souls. With- 
out spirituality of mind, what are we fit for in the church of God. 


oe 


DOMESTICK. 


FROM THE MISSIONARY HERALD, 


Proposal to the Churches of Christ, on the subject of sending the 
Gospel throu chout the world. 

Iw the address of the Prudential Committee of the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, which was publish- 
ed in our number for January, 1818, the following sentence intro- 
duces the subject of missions to the consideration of the churches. 
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Tt seems particularly suitable that every church of Christ should, 
as achurch, do something towards imparting the precious blessings 
of his Gospel to the perishing heathen,” 

In the pamphlet of Messrs. Hall and Newell, entitled, “The 
conversion of the World,” it is distinctly urged upon churches to 
take up the business of making provision for the spiritual wants of 
mankind. In consequence of these suggestions, a consiJerable 
number of churches have made some preparations and advances in 
the good work. Already have donations been received from church- 
es, in their associated capacity, for the education of young men for 
the ministry, and for the support of missionaries, Is it not time, 
that all our churches should think seriously on the subjects that af- 
ter reflection they should act harmoniously; and that their exempla- 
ry liberality should, while it adorns their profession, furnish the 
means of communicating the knowledge of salvation to perishing 
multitudes. Can it be necessary to argue this point, after all the 
information and all the motives, with which the christian world a- 
bounds, have been presented to our countrymen in sucha variety 
of forms? Can any of our churches doubt, as to the duty of send- 
ing the Gospel to the heathen? Can there be any question in re- 
gard to the beauty and loveliness of seeing churches united and har- 
monious in thiscause? Isit possible that exhortation and intreaty 
should be necessary? Let the christian retire to his closet, and 
after a prayer that he may form some just views of the value of the 
Gospel, let him look abroad upon the heathen world; let him recount 
his own privileges: and then let him ask what Christ would have 
him to do. It is almost impossible, that the decision of conscience 
should not impel him to act. 

But there may be doubts, and hesitations, as to the best manner 
of bringing forward this new system of operations; and, in supposa- 
ble cases, mach wisdom may be necessary to accomplish the object 
in the most effectual manner. 

The church in Goshen, Con. have resolved to enter, or rather 
have already entered, upon this noble design. “They purpose to 
meet once a year tu consult for the glory of Christ. and the enlarge- 
mentof hisempire. At each meeting , they are to designate a sum, 
which they will, the ensuing year, pour into the treasury of the 
Lord; each member to contribute according to his or her ability.” 
This year they have raised fifty dollars, anid determined that this 
new plan shall not diminish their other charities. 

Each church will judge in regard to the best manner of doing its 
part, in the great work of combining the effurts of christians to 
spread the gospel. The following thoughts are published, after 
considerable deliberation, for the purpose of bringing before the 
mind a number of important particulars, connected with the subject. 

1. In the commencement of the business, pains should be taken 
to impress upon the church the necessity of continued exertions. 
It is in vain to make a sudden effort, and then let the matter stop. 
There will be need of missionaries and Bibles till the world shall 
be evangeiized. And itis provable, that the call for these exertions 
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will be greatly increased! All christians should feel determined 
not to give up the labour while they live; and with their dying 
breath to press it upon others. 

2. The whole course of proceedings on the subject should be per- 
fectly voluntary: and if some brethren and sisters have not their 
eyes opened, and their hearts enlarged, at first, patience must be 
exercised towards them. We may reasonably hope, that. as the 
cause advances, and their knowledge increases, they wil! judge and 
act more wisely. From motives of christian gentleness and for- 
bearance, as well as from a desire to obtain the co-operation of all 
no unkind speeches should be made with respect to those, who are 
not yet prepared to go forward. 

$. No act of the church seems necessary, or perhaps desirable, 
except a general approbation of the design; and a resolve, that it is 
a privilege as well asa duty to bear some part in the noblest of all 
charities. After this general approbation, it should be left to the 
decision of each individual how much he shall subscribe, or whether 
he shall subscribe at all. 

4. The object should be considered throughout as a missionary 
object; as furnishing the means for sending the gospel abroad. 
These means include the education of pious young men, with a 
view to increase the number of missionaries, and a provision for the 
support of missions directly. However proper it may be. that some 
churches should take vigorously hold of the education of young men 
it seems proper that they should always give something to the im- 
mediate support and increase of missions. 

5. This scheme should not be considered as supplanting, or in 
any way affecting, the collections at the monthly concert for 

rayer. These collections should invariably be had. Nor should 
it be considered as necessary to abandon any other work of charity. 
We are not to give up one good thing merely for the sake of patro- 
nizing another. Not one christian in a hundred is reduced to that 
necessity, in this early stage of enlarged and publick beneficence. 

6. Each person, in fixing the amount of his subscription, should be 
guided, not by what others have done or are doing: not by what he 
has himself done hitherto; but by a solemn consideration of the value 
of the soul, and of what he is able to do in the work of furnishing 
the means of salvation. He ought not to ask himself what he is able 
to do tor a cause, which he values at a low rate: but what his own 
conscience, common sense, and the word of God require him to do 
for his Saviour; for a cause, which every christian ought to value as 
infinitely superior in its claims to all temporal objects united. He 
ought to remember, however, that this is not the only form, in which 
he-cap promote the same cause: and ought therefore to reserve 
something for all the other religious charities of the day. 

7. The duty of pence ty: in discharging these charitable obli- 
gations, should be strongly fixed in the mind. Most persons are 
culpably deficient in this respect. They subscribe to pay a certain 
sum annually, but when the year revolves, they forget these en- 
gagements: and, unless extraordinary diligence is used to remind 
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them of their duty. they fallinto arrears, The mere fact of falling 
into arrears is sufficient to make their engagements appear a burden 
both to themselves and others. Strange, that when seasons return 
for their benefit; when God sends them the early and the latter rain; 
when their fields produce abundantly, their flocks increase, and 
their orchards are ioaded with fruit; when their lives are continued 
and their active labours prolonged, they should so easily forget the 
claims of the poor, and the perishing, the commands of their Saviour 
and their God. 

lo order to guard against this unhappy propensity, in the business 
now under consideration, let a time be fixed tor their annual pay- 
ments, and collectors be appointed and let subscribers be urged to 
pay rather before the time, than afterwards. ‘Lhe meetings for the 
monthly concert affurd admirable opportunities for giving notice, 
and for accomplishing the whole design. 

8. Though the utmost forbearance should be used with weak 
brethren, w vho cannot understand the injunction, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creaiure; yet the work should 
not be permitted to stop out of a mistaken deference tu them. Ai£l 
who are convinced of their duty, be their uumber small or great, 
should vigorously perform it. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
HONOURABLE MUNIFICENCE. 


The christian publick will rejoice to learn that Moses Browy, 
Esq. of Newburyport, has given to the Theological Institution at 
Andover the sum of twenty-five theusand dollars, to found an ad- 
ditional Professorship. The same gentleman formerly gave the 
sum of ten thousand dollars to that seminary. May the blessing of 
God, his peculiar blessing, even life for evermore, rest on him and 
his family! 

The church of America has great reason to bless Almighty God 
for his smiles upon that institution. It was founded on prayer—it 
has been built up by prayer—and the daily. fervent, effectual pray- 
ers of tens and hundreds of thousands continually secure to it the 
blessings of heaven. After the present year, it will send forth 
forty ministers of the gospel annually; and ‘within ten years, proba- 
bly not less than one hundred ministers annually, to preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. About 150 ministers have already 
been educated there, since it was founded. These are now preach- 
ing the guspe! to more than one hundred and fifty thousand immer- 
tal beings. What a prospect to thuse of its jounders and benefac- 
tors who yet survive.—Recorder. 





ANECDOTE, 
About a year since, a merchant iv one of our seaports, on fitting 
out aship fer India, told the captain, at the time of inaking the con- 
tract for the voyage, that there must be uo swearing among tue offi- 
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cers and crew; that he, (the capt.) must engage not to swear him- 
self, nor permit others to be profane; that he must doas he ple: sed 
with respect to taking commangd of the ship on these terms; but, if 
he accepted the employment, it would be expected, that he should 
rigidly adhere to the stipulation, and that it should be known, as 
the law of the ship, that no profaneness was to be indulged. The 
captain seemed to have no objection to reforming, but inquired, 
‘‘How can I suddenly break off an inveterate habit?” ‘I will take 
care that you be reminded of your duty,” said the owner. “Wear 
the ring that I will give you, and let the law of the vessel be ex- 
plicitly known.’ Accordingly, he procured a ring for the captain, 
with this motto engraved upon it; “swEAR NoYT AT ALL.” ‘Lhe ves- 

































sel soon sailed, and, after performing the voyage, returned a few A 

weeks ago. On being inquired of, respecting the subject, the su- 

percargo declared, that there had been no profaneness on board, 

excepting a little within the first twenty days after sailing. At 

the clese of this short period; the old habit was entirely destroyed; 

and during the remainder of the voyage, both at sea and in port, the co 

saccess of the experiment was complete. is! 
This single fact is of inestimable value, as it shows how ground- tlh 

less are the common palliations of profaneness, and how easy it is TI 


tu do good, when a person is seriously engaged in it, is influenced 








by principle, and acts with decision.—Panoplist. to 
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT. ¢ 
On Ephesians iv. 30. he 
Sacred Spirit, set thy seal, sf 
Let us now thy influence feel, in 
: On each sinful heart impress, 
Peace, and joy and righteousness. a 
Sacred spirit, witness bear, T 
That we all thy subjects are, ' 
Wash us in the Saviour’s blood, te 
Make us sons and heirs of God. . 
Sacred spirit, purify, W 
Fit us for the upper sky. a 
Thee O may we never grieve, . 
But with steadfastness believe. 
Sacred spirit, now impart, ] 
Grace divine to every heart, ‘ 
May we conquer self and sin, 1 
And the prize of glory win! 
Amicus VERUs. 
BALTIMORE: : 
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